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A-Level Politics at Berkhamsted Sixth: Y11 Summer Work

Task one 

Read the attached chapter of Heywood’s Essentials of UK Politics. Make 
detailed notes in response to the following questions: 

• What is politics?
• What is government?
• Why are politics and government usually linked?
• Which factors make UK politics distinctive, or even unique

(historical/social/international…)?
• How does the larger political system work (with reference to the

Westminster model)?
• What are the major issues and key themes in contemporary UK politics?

These notes should be at least two pages long and need to be ready to be 
submitted during your first lesson in September.  

Task two 

Choose one news item to read about over the course of the summer holidays 
on one of the following topics, which make up your studies on UK government: 

• UK Constitution
• Parliament
• Prime Minister and cabinet
• The Judiciary
• Devolution

Complete a write-up of this issue/news item. You will need to detail what 
debates surround the topic in question, and why this issue is being reported 
about in the media (i.e. how has our Prime Minister been handling the COVID-



19 pandemic? Have there been any changes in cabinet? What have the 
devolved powers of Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales done differently?).  

This write-up needs to be a minimum of one page, and a maximum of two 
pages long. Please be ready to be submit this work during your first lesson in 
September. 

Task three 

Choose one news item to read about over the course of the summer holidays 
on one of the following topics, which make up your studies on UK politics:  

• Democracy and participation  
• Elections and referendums  
• Political parties 
• Pressure groups 
• European Union  

Complete a write-up of this issue/news item. You will need to detail what 
debates surround the topic in question, and why this issue is being reported 
about in the media (i.e. what protests have been carried out this year by UK 
pressure groups? How successful have Boris Johnson and Keir Starmer been in 
leading the two main political parties in the UK? Where does the UK stand in 
the new EU-UK partnership following Brexit?) 

This write-up needs to be a minimum of one page, and a maximum of two 
pages long. Please be ready to be submit this work during your first lesson in 
September. 

Optional: What could I be reading to broaden my knowledge and 
understanding of the subject? 

1. Why Politics Matters: Making Democracy Work, Gerry Stoker  
2. Why We Hate Politics, Colin Hay 
3. Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, Joseph A. Schumpeter  
4. If Only They Didn’t Speak English: Notes from Trump’s America, Jon Sopel  
5. Prisoners of Geography, Tim Marshall  

 

For much, much more, please see our attached ‘Beyond the 
Classroom’ document! 



 



 

 

The study of Government & Politics has never been more relevant; in an era of ‘fake news’ 
you will be equipped with the skills necessary to determine fact from fiction. Studying 

Politics will allow you to navigate a world of ceaseless arguments and limitless information 
with confidence. 

Politics is a non-traditional discipline, only available to study formally in the Sixth Form. 
Studying Politics at A-Level and/or university can lead on to a wide range of future careers. 
These include consultancy, law, government, politics, charities, military, academia, media, 

or teaching. The enrichment opportunities at Berkhamsted reflect the fact that many of our 
students go on to study humanities and arts degrees, before embarking on an exciting 

variety of vocations. 

Politics students are well supported in tackling the academic curriculum, particularly 
through the online resources we have access to. These include The Financial Times, The 
Week, and Politics Review. All students also have a subscription to Prechewed Politics, a 

dedicated online platform that links contemporary case-studies to the A-Level syllabus in an 
accessible way. 

Beyond the classroom, our students have launched Berkhamsted’s own current affairs blog, 
The Cross Bencher, which brings you a round-up of all things newsworthy. To complement 
articles published on the site, students involved have gone on to present their ideas on key 

topics at the school’s Crawford Society, as well as in Senior School assemblies.  

The department hosts half-termly film evenings, screening a range of titles that are relevant 
to the A-Level course. Students are encouraged to read widely beyond contact hours, and 
we hold frequent debates, both informally in lessons and after-school in a Question Time 

style format. Those looking to demonstrate their academic potential to universities are well 
supported in essay writing competitions, such as the Cambridge RA Butler Prize. 

Furthermore, the department has selected several students to attend the Young Political 
Leaders Programme hosted by UCL. 

In the Sixth Form, the Politics enrichment opportunities are designed to enhance your A-
Level studies, prepare you for university, and empower you for your working life beyond 

education. We look forward to seeing you in Year 12! 

https://bsg.fireflycloud.net/senior/student-life-and-learning/the-cross-bencher
https://bsg.fireflycloud.net/Resources/Senior%20%5BF8t%5D/Student%20Life%20%20Learning%20%5BF8y%5D/Enrichment%20Programme%20%5BFgc%5D/Reading%20Lists%20for%20Subject%20Departments%20%5BF1lnq%5D/Enrichment%20Reading%20list%20Politics.pdf
https://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/about-us/prizes/r-a-butler-prize
https://investin.org/products/the-young-political-leader-programme
https://investin.org/products/the-young-political-leader-programme


 

‘A fantastic course taught with passion in a dynamic way by the teachers.’ 

‘The Politics Department has been the best of any of my subjects in their use of OneNote, 
which I have found extremely helpful for my way of learning.’  

‘The course was a perfect balance between the three main topics and lessons are always 
taught in an engaging way.’  

‘I’ve most enjoyed exploring modern examples from the news and applying them to what we 
are learning about in the classroom.’  

‘While it was a little tough at the start, it was easy to take on board feedback and improve.’  

 

Click on the picture below to watch our promotional video: 

 

https://bsg.fireflycloud.net/senior/subjects/politics


 



 

Interested in international 
relations? Tim Marshall explores 
the places where geography and 
ideology collide in his bestselling 
series.    

Follow the royals throughout a series 
of political rivalries in this Netflix 
original. Claire Foy or Olivia Coleman? 

Join Jon 
Sopel and 
Emily 
Maitlis on 
the 2020 
campaign 
trail.  



 

The former First Lady’s memoir sold 
so well, it inspired Netflix to take her 
story of Becoming to screen.  

Ben Affleck stars in this historical thriller 
set during President Carter’s 
administration. The film is based on the 
CIA covert rescue of US hostages from 
Iran in 1979. 

TedTalks on just about everything. Search 
up 5 of the best TedTalks about modern 
politics to get started.  

https://www.bestvalueschools.com/faq/5-of-the-best-ted-talks-about-modern-politics/
https://www.bestvalueschools.com/faq/5-of-the-best-ted-talks-about-modern-politics/


 

Benedict Cumberbatch plays political strategist Dominic 
Cummings (credited with putting Barnard Castle on the map) in 

this drama about how the Brexit vote was won. 



 

This docudrama follows the story of a 
GCHQ employee who leaked secret 
information to the press about an 

illegal operation designed to push the 
UN into sanctioning the 2003 invasion 

of Iraq. 

Laura Kuenssberg examines 
some of the most significant 

political scandals of the 
noughties and considers why 
the population feels growing 

mistrust towards those in 
power.   

 

Helen Mirren and 
Michael Sheen play 
monarch and Prime 

Minister in this 
2006 historical 

drama.  

 



 

A collection of over 50 essays written by women from all walks 
of life. Reese Witherspoon describes it as, ‘Brilliant, hysterical, 

truthful and real.’ 



 

 

  

We think this is one of the most powerful documentaries on Netflix, 
exposing the racial inequalities in the US prison system. BAFTA and 

Emmy agree, naming it Best Documentary in 2016.  

‘Glorious and 
provocative.’ ‘Timeless 

and accessible.’ ‘Begging 
to be written.’ 

How much do you know about the 
man behind the scenes of George W. 

Bush’s administration? Christian 
Bale is Dick Cheney in Vice.  



 

 

  

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez takes on the 
establishment in one of the most shocking 

political upsets in recent American history in 
this Netflix documentary. 

Interested in a career in 
journalism? The chief 

presenter of BBC Newsnight 
vividly chronicles the pains 

and perils of news television. 
Airhead now includes a new 
chapter on Maitlis’ infamous 

interview with Prince Andrew.   

 

‘After Sandy Hook, we said 
never again.’ A fascinating 
interactive online resource 
made by Vox that tracks 
gun violence in America.  

 

https://www.vox.com/a/mass-shootings-america-sandy-hook-gun-violence


 

Both books have been reviewed 
on The Cross Bencher’s 

Bookshelf if you want to know 
more.  

 

‘At the heart of Washington, 
there is a circus. It’s raucous, 

noisy and full of clowns.’ 

 

 BBC North America Editor 
takes you on a tour of the West 
Wing in his books on Trump’s 
America, and yes, we’re told a 

third one is on the way. 

https://thecrossbencher.edublogs.org/the-book-shelf/
https://thecrossbencher.edublogs.org/the-book-shelf/


 

If Broadway 
and the West 

End are off the 
cards, this 

biography of 
the brilliant but 

flawed 
Founding 

Father is the 
next best 

thing.  

Felicity Jones stars in this incredible 
story of how one lawyer overturns a 

century of gender discrimination. Set in 
marble halls of the US Supreme Court, 
the 87-year-old Ruth Ginsburg herself 

makes a cameo appearance in the final 
scene.  

For anyone who wants to relive 
2016 through the eyes of our 

former Prime Minister. 



 

 

 

This miniseries tracks the lives of the 
‘royal’ Kennedy family, including 

many of the political triumphs and 
tragedies they experienced during 

the Cold War era. Pair this with 
Reeves’ book that he claimed, 

‘finally exploded the Kennedy myth.’   

‘A vital and compelling read for 
anyone interested in the way our 

political system does or doesn’t work.’  

 

 

For more on 
‘The Donald’, 
tune in to The 
Washington 

Post’s podcast.  



 

Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks. What’s not to love?   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The journalists who talked us through Brexit are back to help us 
once again in navigating uncertain times ahead as the COVID-19 

pandemic takes hold in the UK and beyond.  

 
One dream really can change the 

world, as is the case in Selma. 

Fancy yourself as an orator? Pick 
up this Penguin Book of the classic 
speeches from modern history for 

inspiration.    

 



 

How has women’s 
position in society 

changed over the past 
century?  

Follow women in their 
struggles for the vote, 

equal pay and an equal 
place in society from 
film to stage to page.  
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