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Admissions Policy Appendix: Heatherton School |5hrs

As an independent school registered with the DfE and inspected by the Independent Schools Inspectorate,
we are legally bound to meet the requirements of the Independent School Standards and the Early Years
Foundation Stage Framework published by the Department for Education.

Admissions criteria and Waiting lists

Heatherton Nursery is co-educational. Ve are a non-selective school; however, it is expected that
children will have the necessary social and developmental skills to be able to access the Early Years
Curriculum. These will be assessed during a pre-offer meeting with Heatherton staff. If this assessment
suggests specialist help is required, guidance on how to access advice will be provided.

Admission to the Nursery is at the discretion of the Headteacher.

There are 26 places available at our Nursery, and places are offered in registration date order. In the event
that we have more registrations than places available, priority will be given using the criteria below:

e A child whose parent has a contract of employment with the Group.
e Asibling.
e Date of Registration.

Timeline for entry to Heatherton Nursery

Once a child has been registered for a place, parents will be invited to visit the school with their son or
daughter to meet the Early Years staff prior to the offer being made. This often takes place 10-12 months
before the point of entry, but applications/enquiries are welcome at any time.

Places will be offered after the visit and written acceptances and deposits are required within two weeks of
the offer date (deadline will be specified in the offer). After this time, the offer shall be withdrawn, and the
place may be offered to another family. Parents may re-register (at no cost), taking a new place at the
bottom of the waiting list.

If a pupil is registered within 10 months of the point of entry, the admissions process will commence as
soon as possible after the pupil registration has been received.

Deposit and Registration

A deposit of £200 is required to secure your |5hr only space. This will be returned after the first 6 weeks
of starting Nursery.



If accessing additional private hours, a non-refundable registration fee of £224 is payable, along with a
deposit of £2000 (£1000 is credited against the first term’s invoice and £1000 of which is which is returned
after the pupil leaves the school).

Opening Hours
Heatherton Nursery is open:

e Monday-Friday 0800-1530 approximately 35 weeks of the year (term time only)
e Wrap around care is open to pupils aged 3 and above from 0730-0800 and from 1530-1800.

Attendance

To ensure children settle in well and benéefit fully from our curriculum, we request families commit to the
following minimum attendance:

NI Pupils (2-3 Years) 4 sessions

N2 Pupils (3-4 Years) 6 sessions for the Michaelmas term
8 sessions by the Trinity Term

Session Times

e Morning: 0800-1200 (0800- I 100 for funded only places)
e Full day: 0800-1530 with Lunch (0800-1 100 for funded)
e Breakfast Club (from the age of 3): 0730-0800

e After School Club (from the age of 3): 1530-1800

Fees and Invoicing

e Fees are calculated and invoiced termly.

e Invoices are payable at the start of each term.

e A full term’s written notice is required to cancel or reduce any private hours.
e Fees in lieu of notice apply if notice is not received.

e Additional sessions should be booked a term in advance where possible.

e Ad-hoc sessions are not available due to staffing ratio requirements.

Universal Early Years Funding

At Heatherton we offer the |5hrs universal funding for children aged 3 and 4. All children are entitled to
up to |5hrs per week from the term following their third birthday.

e Funding is available for the term time our nursery is open (35 weeks)*
e Funded hours are applied to our morning session 8am to | lam each day

*As we are open for 35 weeks a year (not 38 weeks), parents choosing to take the |5hr universal offering at our setting would forfeit the 3 additional
weeks of funding.



When can funding be claimed?

Funding can be claimed the term after a child’s 3" birthday.

Child is 3 Years on or before

Check eligibility and apply
before

Eligible for funding from

31 December

31* December

Lent term — Jan

31°* March

31* March

Trinity term — April

31°° August

31° August

Michaelmas term — September

A 3-year-old remains eligible for the funding for up to two academic years before they reach compulsory
school age or until they are admitted to a Reception class of a school, whichever comes first. Compulsory
school age is the term after their fifth birthday.

A parent who is eligible for 30 hours can still opt to use their 15 hours of Eligible Working Parent
entitlement with Heatherton Nursery and use their remaining Universal hours elsewhere. Parents can
check their eligibility using the online checker facility at https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/ and should do so
before their child starts nursery. Eligible parents will be given a verification code which must be provided
to the school admissions office when accepting the place. Failure to provide the code or to re-confirm
eligibility will require payment for the child’s requested sessions.

Funded only Place
Families may choose a funded only place, which includes:

e EYFS compliant care and education from 8am-| lam.

e Access to our online platform for sharing updates, messages, and photos of your child throughout
the day.

¢ End-of-session handover with a member of the Nursery team.

e No additional hours or sessions.

Funded only places are subject to availability.

Private Hours

Families may choose to purchase private hours in addition to their |15-hour funded time. Parents enter a
private contract with the school that provides additional hours alongside funded hours. This includes:

e EYFS-compliant care and education from |1:00-12:00 or 11:00-15:30

e Access to our online platform for sharing updates, messages, and photos of your child throughout
the day.

e End-of-session handover with a member of the Nursery team.

e Specialist teaching sessions, for example, French, Music, STEM, PE, Ballet, Woodland Wanderers,
and Cooking.

*Wrap-around care is available from 0730-0800 and from 1530-1800. This is charged in line with the whole school, as per the published fees list on the
School’s website.

*Lunch is charged separately.



Why are there additional Charges?

Government funding covers the cost of delivering statutory early years education only. It does not include
items such as:

e Meals and snacks

e Specialist lessons, enriched activities

Families may choose either a funded place only or to purchase additional private hours on top of their
funded time. Private hours are payable termly and cannot be opted out of without submitting a full term’s
notice as per our Admissions policy.

If Funding is Withdrawn

If government funding is withdrawn or not claimed, full fees will become payable.

Charges
Food: Lunch is charged at £295 per term.

Private hours Nursery Fees

llam to 12pm Hourly rate: £14.60 Termly rate: £827.05
Ilam to 3.30pm Hourly rate: £12.55 Termly rate: £3,200.00

*Wrap around care is charged in line with the whole school, as per the published fees list on the School’s website.

*Lunch is charged separately.

NB All pricing is reviewed at least annually and is subject to increase from time to time, reflected is the
above rates for the academic year 2026/2027.



